NEW! VCFSE Family Hub weekly bulletin – 31.01.25

Hi everyone,

Here’s this week’s weekly VCFSE (voluntary, community and faith-based groups, and social enterprise organisations) Family Hub bulletin which covers family/Family Hub relevant information, including: Sector 3/VCFSE updates, One Stockport Family Hub updates, Training, Funding opportunities and any other information such as events promotion, activities, requests, etc.
If there’s anything you would like me to share in a future bulletin, please let me know and I’ll add it in :)

Sector 3/VCFSE updates:
· We are excited to announce the launch of the Kao SEED Fund (Social Enterprise and Environment Development Fund) in partnership with KAO Data. This new initiative invites local voluntary, community, faith, and social enterprise (VCFSE) organisations in Stockport to apply for grants of approximately £500 to £2,500. Designed to foster enterprising activity, environmental sustainability, and community empowerment, the Kao SEED Fund supports early-stage and expanding projects that support communities to thrive in Stockport. Deadline 12.02.25
· NEW! Stockport Rocks! is back again for 2025! Following on from the incredible response to the first Stockport Rocks! Volunteer Awards Celebration, we are back for 2025 with our second event. Stockport Rocks! is about rewarding and celebrating our invaluable volunteer workforce. Without them, our, over 1,700, local charities, community groups and social enterprises would not be able to run the vital community services that keep our communities healthy, happy and safe. So we think they more than deserve a knees up celebration! 
Nominations - There are 11 Award categories - anyone can be nominated for an award, as long as they are volunteering in Stockport. The nomination window is now OPEN from 1st - 28th Feb. Nominations can be for someone who has a fixed volunteer role with an organisation, or someone who just likes to give back and help people out when needed. The person must volunteer in Stockport. Flyer attached with QR code and more info or Nomination link here!
· Live Well fund support: Our Senior Funding Development Lead, Kaylie, is offering half an hour online slots on Monday 10th Feb from 9.30-2.30pm, and a 2 hour drop in person for groups at Merseyway Innovation Centre on Wednesday 12th Feb 12.15-2.15 to get funding support for the Live Well fund. Book your Calendly slot here for the following dates/times
· We are recruiting for a new Violence Reduction Alliance Facilitator. The Violence Reduction Alliance Facilitator will strengthen collaboration between the locally funded ‘Alliance’ members, VRU, 10GM, and wider VCFSE organisations. This role will drive meaningful community engagement, support co-production, and ensure the effective delivery of violence reduction programs, helping to create safer and more resilient communities in Stockport. Salary £32,000 pro rata (actual salary £16,000). Hours: Part time 18.5 hours a week. Deadline to apply: 09.02.25. See Candidate Application Pack for more info 

One Stockport Family Hubs updates:
· Stockport Local have created the online directory, which provides details of statutory services, local and national organisations and community groups in Stockport. We would like to encourage groups and organisations to sign-up to the directory using the following online form - https://forms.stockport.gov.uk/request-to-add-a-directory-entry/category 
· All Stockport residents and people working in Stockport have continued free access to The Solihull Approach course library at www.inourplace.co.uk with access code REDROCK. Use postcode SK1 3XE if you work in Stockport, but don't live here. You can also register for a free account with Essential Parent via Family Hubs - Stockport Council 
· The Family Hubs newsletter is published bi-monthly as a means for us all to keep in touch with Family Hubs developments and network activity that will make supporting the families you work with easier. To be sure to get the latest updates sign up to receive it. You can read the latest newsletter here.
· NEW! Makaton Taster Session for professionals working in Stockport. Do you want to learn more about Makaton and how you can use it in your settings? Makaton is a language programme that uses speech, signs and symbols to support communication. It is often used with children and adults who are experiencing difficulties with their speech, language and communication.
This short taster session gives you a general introduction into what Makaton is and who uses it. You will learn 30+ signs and symbols to get you started. Please book your place on Learning Pool here for the session on 06.02.25 from 9:30 – 11am. This session will be running online and Makaton Tutor guidelines ask us to request that your camera and audio must be working on your device.

Sector 3 Training:
Our free workshops are aimed at those working, volunteering, or starting out in the VCFSE sector in Stockport:
· Meet The Funder - The Live Well Fund – 04.02.25 from 12 – 1pm. We are hosting a one-hour Meet the Funder event with Jilla Burgess-Allen from Public Health to discuss the Live Well Fund.
NEW! We are also hosting a Live Well fund- in person viewing session at the Sector 3 offices on 04.02.25 from 12 – 1pm and will be sharing your questions live! Register through the link above and let us know if you’ll be viewing online or with us in the office 
· Intro to Bid-Writing [In-person] - 05.02.25, from 10am - 1pm. Are you interested in gaining bid-writing skills or refreshing your knowledge? Our three-hour interactive workshop aims to help you improve your confidence and increase your chances of successful funding bids.
· NEW! Meet the Funder with The Vernon Foundation [In-person] - 19.02.25 from 10 - 11am at The Vernon Building Society, 19 St Petersgate, SK1 1HF. We are hosting a one-hour Meet the Funder event with Ian Wilson from The Vernon Charitable Foundation. Please note, the Vernon Charitable Foundation only funds registered charities - you are more than welcome to attend if you are a VCFSE group that is considering becoming a charity, but please bear in mind that you won't be able to apply for funding until your registered chartiable status has been approved by the Charity Commission.
· NEW! Grant Management Made Simple: Your Timeline and Toolkit [Online] - 20.02.25 from 1-2pm. In this session, you'll be more informed of how to stay on top of all aspects of managing grants, through our: 12 month funding plan, Grant Projection, Data Collection, and Monitoring and Evaluation Calendar toolkit
Other training opportunities:
· Join the Dad Matters team to gain an insight into why and how Dad Matters works with dads in the perinatal period.​ This training includes ways that you as a professional can support dads and increase engagement in the perinatal period. You book your place on Learning Pool here 
· NEW! Suicide Awareness Training - Stockport Council are offering new dates in February and March for the popular Stockport Council Suicide Awareness for Professionals training, which is free of charge for anyone working or volunteering in Stockport.
· Odd Arts Training: Understanding radicalisation, learning new communication techniques & practising how to use these in our community to increase cohesion & reduce risk. We will use role-play to investigate real-life challenges and scenarios to explore how to discuss complex and contentious issues relating to conflict, extremism, community tensions, anti-semitism, Islamophobia etc.  Avoiding telling participants 'what to say' but providing them instead with skills that enable respectful, authentic, brave, accountable, non-judgemental and trauma-informed conversations, as well as practising authentic listening, and emotional literacy. 24.02.25 from 10:30 -1:10 at The Space. See attached flyer for more info
· NEW! Shift Click are offering a free six-week digital skills training course for 18-30 year olds in Stockport, starting from 26.02.25 – 03.04.25. Tt doesn't matter if you have zero website experience. The course covers HTML, CSS and JavaScript and also covers careers advice, an insight into working in the digital industry and builds relevant experience. See attached fliers for details.
· NESTA: Mission opportunity: turning early-years policy into practice: We’ll be joined online by Dr Julian Grenier CBE a leading voice in early-years policy and practice debates, to explore the practical policy solutions and on-the-ground approaches needed to achieve this milestone. Julian brings a wealth of expertise, including frontline experience working in a Sure Start centre and leading integrated family support initiatives. 04.03.25 from 12 – 1pm. Register here. 
Funding opportunities: 
(Please note, these are added to every week but kept in order of upcoming deadlines). Also, click here for Sector 3’s Funding page for more grants, and for those with rolling deadlines. 

· Baobab Community Fund. This funding programme from Baobab Foundation supports Black and Global Majority individuals and organisations tackling racial injustice in their collective work. The fund offers grants ranging from £5,000 to £30,000 per year for up to 5 years. Deadline 03.02.25
· CABWI - For registered charities to support young people and adults to gain additional skills and confidence to enter the UK labour market and develop their careers. For projects that work with individuals with complex barriers to employment, including but not restricted to ex-service personnel and ex-offenders, work directly with young people and adults who are either not in employment, education, or training (NEET), to improve their access to employment and the labour market, or increase life skills, with a particular focus on the water, utilities, and construction industries. Up to £35,000. Open from 06.01.25 – 03.02.25
· The Vernon Foundation – Grants of up to £5,000 for Stockport based charities with an annual turnover under £250,000, who focus on the prevention and relief of poverty and community development. Deadline 07.02.25
· The GMCA Education, Work and Skills Flexible Procurement System (FPS) will open for applications for the final time on Monday 16 December. GMCA will be exploring other 'routes to market' (rather than complicated FPS / framework). Should you have any queries regarding the detail in the attached letter, please contact ewsframework@greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk or submit your query via The Chest’s messaging function. Deadline 10.02.25 at 12pm
· NEW! Asda Foundation – Outdoor Community Spaces Fund is inviting local grassroots community organisations with an income of less than £250,000 to apply to their new £500,000 fund which will support improving or transforming an outdoor space by August 2025. Grants of £500, £1,000, £1,500, £2,000, £2,500, or £3,000 are available for projects within the UK which meet at least one of the following aims: Transform an outdoor area, creating greener and more engaging community spaces; Create or enhance community growing projects; Enable community clean ups (maximum grant is £500). Groups should not wait to apply as the scheme may close early if demand for funding is high. Deadline: 11.02.25 at 12pm.
· Kao SEED Fund - Organisations are encouraged to apply for funding of between £500 to £2,500. These grants will support the launch of new initiatives or the expansion of existing ones, particularly those that promote a cleaner, greener environment and foster not-for-profit enterprise schemes that will demonstrably benefit the local economy. The 3 areas of focus are Environmental Sustainability, Community Empowerment and Economic Development. Deadline 12.02.25
· The Grow Wild Community Programme is offering around 20 grants of up to £2,000 to not-for-profit groups across the UK to transform urban spaces for the benefit of people and wildlife through planting and championing UK native plants or fungi. Projects should enhance the biodiversity of the urban space with planting and growing as a core activity, be led by groups who care about the environment and will use sustainable materials and practices and have the potential to reach at least 300 people. Deadline 3pm on 13.02.25
· NEW! The KFC Youth Foundation Community Grants Programme is offering grants of up to £3,000 per year for up to two years for not-for-profit groups with a turnover of less than £400,000 to deliver projects that empower economically disadvantaged young people across the UK to fulfill their potential and build a positive future. Deadline 14.02.25
· Better Community Business Network Grant Initiative - A small number of grants up to £3,000 are available each year to small not-for-profit groups with projects that address a community issue or support a local community initiative; and provide benefits to the local community. Deadline 16.02.25
· NEW! The Hedley Foundation offers grants up to £5,000 for small UK charities. Please note this excludes core salaries, building construction, general running costs, transport, financial deficits, and overseas projects. Deadline 26.02.25
· Shears Foundation - Grants of £5000 for registered charities working in one of our priority areas. Culture and the arts, educational opportunities for adults and / or children, protection, preservation or enhancement of the natural environment, stronger / better / more sustainable communities, promoting health and medicine, with an emphasis on research or education, but not hospices. Priority to north of England. Will fund core costs. Deadlines 28.02.25
· Live Well Fund – Stockport has grants of up to £5,000. The Live Well Fund is Greater Manchester’s movement for community-led health and wellbeing; supporting healthier, happier and fairer communities by growing opportunities for everyone to Live Well. This first year will be used as seed funding, aiming to build on and strengthen our existing Voluntary and Community infrastructure. Collaboratively funded by NHS Greater Manchester and GMCA and in Stockport, Sector 3 are distributing the funds. Key Messages info sheet attached. Deadline 28.02.25
· Stockport Council, as part of delivering its Climate Action Now strategy, has opened up its second round of the CAN Catalyst Fund. Grants of between £1,000 - £5,000 are designed to support community-driven initiatives addressing climate change and improving nature in Stockport. This fund is targeted at community organisations, schools, and not-for-profit groups seeking to implement impactful climate projects. Deadline 28.02.25
· Community Defibrillator Funding Programme - Having a defibrillator and knowing how to do CPR will give members of your community a better chance at surviving a cardiac arrest. A limited number of funded defibrillators are available in each annual funding cycle. Applications will be reviewed monthly against a set of criteria so awards can be made to communities that need them most. Areas prioritised include those with fewer registered defibrillators and communities where local health needs indicate a higher risk of out-of-hospital cardiac arrest. Deadline 5pm on 28.02.25
· Gilchrist Educational Trust offers grants for individuals, expeditions and organisations. One-off grants generally between £500 and £4,000 for registered UK voluntary and community organisations for projects that fill gaps in educational provision or make a specific aspect of education or learning more accessible. Deadline 28.02.25
· NEW! The Stuart Hall Essay Prize is open to young people (ages 18 to 30). This prize from the Stuart Hall Foundation invites new and unpublished writing that connects with Stuart Hall’s ideas and impacts broad public discourse. The award aims to stimulate a new generation of thinkers who can offer original, lively and topical contributions to the lines of political, cultural and educational inquiry which Hall pursued. The winner will receive a prize of £2,000. Deadline 03.03.25
· Youth Music Trailblazer Fund Grants of up to £30,000 are available to constituted UK based organisations to run projects in England for children and young people (aged 25 or under) to make music activity more inclusive and foster learning, creation and employment opportunities. Deadline 11.04.25
· NEW! Thomas Wall Trust is now open for its latest funding round, The Thomas Wall Trust is supporting organisations that help people improve their communication and vocational skills. Deadline 05.05.25
· Comic Relief - Every Step of the Way. To support UK organisations (income £250k to £10 million pa) that work to empower young people at immediate risk of, or experiencing homelessness to access the right support at the right time. Core funding for organisations which do both of the following: Specialise in holistic support to young people aged 16-25. And meaningfully involve young people with lived experience of homelessness, or who have been at risk of homelessness. Grants up to £200k. Funding is available for 3 to 5 years. Deadline 07.05.25
· The Youth Endowment Fund’s Open Call funding round invites proposals from delivery organisations that work to reduce young people’s involvement in violence and are ready for rigorous evaluation. No deadline announced
· Albert Hunt Trust will be closing in January 2029 and as a result are spending their entire £45 million resource. They are offering unrestricted core funding for Hospices, homeless charities (income below £1million), Health and Wellbeing charities (income below £150,000. Unfortunately, they are unable to support CIC’s and charities that operate overseas. No deadline announced

AOB:
· Marbury Road Edible Garden & Marbury Farm Growing Project are looking for volunteers for their weekly sessions (see flyer attached) and also have two upcoming seed swaps. Book here for the Heaton Moor seed swap on 11.02.25 from 10am - 2pm, and book here for the seed swap in Brinnington on 27.02.25 from 1 – 2pm.
· NEW! ARC are hosting an Art & Wellbeing day in partnership with the Pennine Care’s Young People’s Mental Health Support team. It takes place on the Monday of half term, 17.02.25, and is a drop in between 10.30 & 2. Aimed at families with Primary aged children, they’ll have 3 creative activities facilitated by Arc & Pennine, along with information about supporting wellbeing & the services which families can offer. Arc’s café will also be open, serving kids lunchboxes, soup & sandwiches, hot and cold drinks and snack. Flyer attached with more info
· Stockport LGBTQ+ Network celebration - Join us on 28.02.25 from 6 pm - 9:30 pm for a night of fun and get to know more about the Stockport LGBTQ+ Network. The event will include drag queen bingo hosted by the amazing Annabella Lecter and a music performance from the wonderful Sally McFerran-Davenport. Book you ticket here: https://www.outsavvy.com/event/24240/stockport-lgbtq-network-celebration 
· Stockport Human Factor Event on 04.03.25 from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM at Stockport County FC (Parking in Vitality Railway End. Meeting in the Hardcastle Suite (Cheadle End-Main Entrance). This event is a unique opportunity to discuss tangible ways to operate as a unified system, leveraging the Pennine Care ‘Together’ partnership strategy. We will focus on working with the Voluntary, Community, and Social Enterprise sector as a catalyst for change. To book your spot, please click here. Also see attached flyer for more info  
· NEW! 250 free online fundraising packs available - easyfundraising is offering 250 free fundraising toolkits to help local organisations raise money online. Through easyfundraising, when your supporters shop with any of 8,000 retailers, including Tesco, trainline, eBay, Argos, Sainsbury’s, John Lewis, Asda and Booking.com, a donation is made to your organisation. All you need to do is use the free packs to tell your supporters about it. To get your complimentary pack, register with easyfundraising and when prompted, schedule a call with a member of the easyfundraising team who will arrange your toolkit and explain the process. With only 250 packs available, claim yours today here: www.easyfundraising.org.uk/s3-stockport/ 
· Youth Innovation Conference 2025 – 02.04.25 at University Academy 92 (UA92), (Brian Statham Way Stretford M16 0PU) 10am – 4pm. Join us for a day filled with youth-led workshops, engaging activities, and networking opportunities with the UK's biggest sports organisations. Space is limited, so make sure to secure your ticket now using the link below. Tickets are just £11.55 for community organisations and free for young people. Youth Innovation Conference 2025 Tickets, Wed 2 Apr 2025 at 10:00 | Eventbrite
· NEW! Please find attached the partner leaflet about the Work Well in Stockport offer. For any more information you can contact the team using details on the leaflet.
· NEW! THE DWP have shared info on Eternal Stakeholder Sessions for February 2025 from the Disability Services Advocacy Team including Personal Independence Payment (PIP) awareness sessions. Please find the flyer attached with deadlines and registration links
· NEW! Please find attached this week’s GrantFinder Bulletin. Thanks to Sean Martin for sharing this with us – the GrantFinder tool to run funding searches can be accessed for free in Stockport Central Library – just let one of the friendly library staff or volunteers know, and they’ll log you in 
Finally, if you would rather not receive these emails, please let me know and I'll take your details off my contact list.
All the best and have a lovely weekend!
Charlotte
